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When you can find any bird in your scope, near or far, and in almost any environment,
and find it in record time, then a whole new world of bird observation can open for you.
You can literally observe birds in ways in which it was impossible to do so before!

The power of a superb scope sight can really be amazing, some examples of use:

You are on a birding walk, carrying your scope, which is mounted on it’s tripod (legs
extended and locked) over your shoulder, you see a bird, near or far, in-flight, stationary,
or moving, you put your tripod down, spread the tripod legs, swing the scope to the bird
putting your eye on the eyepiece, peer over the eyepiece to see the tip of your sight,
keeping your eye on the eyepiece, you swing the scope to place the tip of the sight on the
bird, or on the bird's movement, and the bird is centered in your eyepiece, you focus, and
that’s it! Unless the bird departed from view in those few seconds, you see the bird at
whatever power eyepiece is in your scope, and in record time!

It doesn't matter if the bird is flying, deep in cover, or up in the canopy, if you can see the
bird or the movement, you can center the bird or the movement, incredibly quickly in the
scope, and then maybe zoom further in on it if you wish! If the bird will give you a few
seconds you will get the scope on it. It's amazing how many birds will give you plenty of
time even in flight!

Say you are stationary with the tripod already set and you are standing still, you see a
distant hawk in flight, you swing the scope to it, put your eye to the eyepiece, peer over
the eyepiece, and place the tip of the sight on the moving hawk, the bird is in your
eyepiece, focus if needed, and you have the bird in a few seconds!

Once you are well versed in this technique it is amazing how very fast all of that can take
place! You can follow the movement of warblers near or far with ease! You get looks
like you've never been able to get before! You can see detail, and make identifications,
that you could not before under the same or similar circumstances! It is very satisfying to
say the least!

If you need to be able to get on a bird with ultimate speed during the day, say to be ready
for a life bird, you can still carry the scope, getting a little extreme! You can carry the
scope on a shoulder strap, and carry the tripod on a shoulder strap, and carry the
binoculars around your neck with your hands free as usual. You'll be ready with the
binoculars for anything!

You can get the bird with binoculars as usual, and if the bird gives you enough time you
can set the tripod quickly and using the quick-release features that most scopes and tripod
heads can incorporate, you can mount the scope on the tripod head and use your sight to
get on the bird very quickly indeed, from tripod set to scope mounted and on the bird,
from the shoulder, in well under 30 seconds! The use of the sight actually makes the
scope usable for any type of birding (well, maybe not night or pelagic trips), the only
limitation might be very narrow trails, although you can still carry the scope and tripod,
each on a shoulder strap as described!
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PRELIMINARY NOTES:

The wonderful illustrations used in this document are not mine (the text is mine); they
were shared on the internet by the illustrator, a www.birdforum.net user named Korhann,
from the Netherlands. All credit for the illustrations goes to the illustrator. The
illustrations are not to be used for any type of commercial purpose without permission
from the illustrator; they are included for your personal use only.

DO NOT BE INTIMIDATED BY THE PROCESS OF LEARNING AND DOING
THIS!!!

THE JOYS AND REWARDS FOR LEARNING HOW TO DO THIS FAR OUTWEIGH
ANY INITIAL DIFFICULTY!!!

AND REALLY IT'S NOT HARD!!!

YOU HAVE TO KEEP AT IT UNTIL YOU ARE REALLY GOOD AT IT!!!

SOME FOLKS CAN DO IT IN 5 MINUTES!!!

OTHERS TAKE LONGER!!!!!

…BUT ALMOST EVERYONE CAN DO IT!!!

THIS SOUNDS LIKE A LOT OF INSTRUCTION, BUT WHEN YOU GET INTO IT,
IT'S TURNS OUT TO BE VERY SIMPLE, FAST, AND FUN!!!

It works best if you have a good understanding of operating your scope and your tripod
and tripod head controls, and are very good at doing so. It works best with all of the
tripod head controls located on one side of your tripod head, the vertical and horizontal
panning locks should ideally be on one side, near one hand, and the big lever you hold to
aim the scope with should be on the other side, near your other hand, but this is not
necessary, it’s just ideal, as it makes it faster and easier to operate your scope.

When buying a tripod/tripod head combo the thing you want to hopefully avoid is
operating panning or tilting locks on both sides of your scope instead of on just one side.

This also works best with a good quality tripod and a good quality fluid tripod head, but
this also is not necessary.

To start training it works best to use a lower power, and if possible wide angle, 20x-30x
eyepiece, this is not necessary; training can be done with ANY eyepiece.

This will work with a narrower field of view zoom eyepiece as well, but these are just a
bit trickier to start learning with due to the narrower field of view, many folks only have
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an eyepiece like this and have no option to change eyepieces on their scope as well, that’s
ok.

If using a zoom eyepiece be sure you set the zoom to the lowest magnification (20x?)
before starting, and when beginning to practice. You can zoom it up to 60x (or max
zoom) when you've mastered the technique!!! I use it with my narrow-angle zoom
eyepiece at 75x all the time!

REMOVING THE CABLE-TIE SIGHT IS A BIG ISSUE FOR SOME:

(NEWS BULLETIN: RELEASABLE CABLE-TIES ARE AVAILABLE, USE
THOSE!!!)

NON-RELEASABLE CABLE-TIE SIGHT REMOVAL:

Before Releasable cable-ties came along I removed mine all the time, or loosened it, in a
few seconds, here's how:

Look inside the cable-tie, it is made of two elements, a plastic strap with horizontal
grooves in it, and a locking mechanism at one end of the strap which locks into the strap
grooves when the strap is inserted through the lock!

What you do to remove a non-releasable cable-tie is to use a small penknife, or maybe a
very small eyeglass screwdriver (penknife works better). Insert the tip of the knife or
screwdriver into the lock between the locking tab and the strap grooves, disengaging the
locking tab from the grooves. Now, while holding the locking tab disengaged from the
grooves with the knife tip or tool, slide the grooved strap out of the locking mechanism
until the strap is free and you've done it! Eventually though, unlocking the cable-tie this
way may damage the strap grooves and you’ll have to start with a fresh cable-tie. Use
Releasable cable-ties instead to avoid this whole issue! Be careful with the knife, or
whatever tool you use!

DON'T forget not to take your knife improperly on an airplane, or another place, where it
could cause you some major difficulty if illegal!

RELEASABLE CABLE-TIE SIGHT REMOVAL:

They Make Releasable Cable-Ties! Releasable cable-ties are much preferred! Just
search the web for releasable cable-tie. Cable-ties of 11 to 15-inch length may be best for
you; larger cable-ties are thicker and easier to see as a sight! These cable-ties feature a
small, easy-to-use built-in release so that you can remove, reposition, and use these ties
over and over with great ease! Just press the built-in release and the cable-tie sight can
be undone and removed! These are much more highly preferred for use than non-
releasable cable-ties!!!
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VERY, VERY, VERY IMPORTANT:

BAD SIGHT ALIGNMENT IS THE NUMBER ONE (AND PRACTICALLY
ONLY) REASON THE SIGHT WON’T WORK PROPERLY!!!

WHEN ALIGNING THE SIGHT MAKE SURE TO LOCK THE SCOPE DOWN SO
THAT IT CANNOT MOVE DURING ALIGNMENT!!! USING THE SCOPE IS NOT
ALIGNMENT.

WHEN ALIGNING THE SIGHT, MAKE SURE THAT YOU KEEP YOUR EYE ON
THE EYEPIECE JUST LIKE YOU WOULD HAVE IT WHEN LOOKING AT A
BIRD. KEEP YOUR EYE ON THE EYEPIECE, AND ONLY PEER OVER THE TOP
CENTER OF THE EYEPIECE TO SEE THE TIP OF THE SIGHT, WITHOUT
RAISING OR MOVING YOUR HEAD. THIS MAKES FOR THE BEST SIGHT
ALIGNMENT POSSIBLE AND WILL PROVIDE YOU WITH THE RESULTS YOU
NEED!!!

SOMETIMES YOU MAY BUMP THE CABLE-TIE SIGHT OUT OF ALIGNMENT
WHILE IN THE FIELD. SIMPLY REALIGN IT. YOU CAN’T FIND ANYTHING
WITH A MISALIGNED SIGHT!!! IF YOU MAKE THE SIGHT VERY TIGHT IT
WON'T BUMP SO EASILY, JUST MAKE SURE YOU KNOW HOW TO REMOVE
IT EASILY AND SAFELY BOTH FOR YOU AND YOUR SCOPE!!!

IF YOU THINK YOU SHOULD BE ABLE TO DO THIS, BUT THEN IT DOESN'T
WORK FOR YOU, IT IS PROBABLY BECAUSE YOU ARE DOING SOMETHING
INCORRECTLY, BECAUSE YOU ARE NEW AT IT. CORRECT INITIAL
ALIGNMENT AND USE ARE THE KEY, AND YOU HAVE TO KEEP THE SIGHT
ALIGNED DURING YOUR SESSION AS WELL!!!

IT CAN WORK FOR ALMOST EVERYONE, EVERY TIME, ONCE THEY ARE
REALLY GOOD AT IT!!!

I think that’s it, if I left anything out, or you have a suggestion, question, difficulty, or
need help, just let me know, because I have the answer you need! DON’T GIVE UP
because the benefits of proper use of a superb scope sight are simply TOO wonderful to
do without!!!

…AND, REMEMBER, NEVER, EVER, RUN OUT OF CABLE-TIES ON A TRIP.
ONCE YOU’VE GROWN TO LOVE TO USE THE SIGHT, YOU’LL BE VERY
SAD IF YOU DO!!! ENJOY ! ! ! ! !

Mark

Mark McShane
Revolutionizing Birding Scope Use - One Cable-Tie Sight At A Time!!!
mcshane1@bellsouth.net, or, eagleeyed@bellsouth.net
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ILLUSTRATION NOTES

Illustration #1 Notes:

You don't have to use certain length or width cable-ties. A bigger, thicker cable-tie is
easier to see though. I always use black cable-ties but use what color you like.

Releasable cable-ties are much preferred! Just search the web for releasable cable-tie. 11
to 15-inch may be best!

You can put 2 or 3 (shouldn’t need more than 2), cable-ties together to make them long
enough to go around your scope!!!

It’s best to put the cable-tie sight as far out on your scope body as you can, but you don’t
have to put it on your lens hood. In fact, lens hoods usually can rotate freely and the
sight could rotate out of alignment if installed on the lens hood. I put mine on over my
stay-on scope case, out at the end, and then the lens hood slides out from under the case
as usual.

You don't have to pinch the cable-tie with your lens hood if you don't want to!

You can put the sight on over a stay-on scope case or on a scope without a case!

Illustration #2 Notes:

Lock your scope down tight so that it can’t move when aligning on a target!

The cable-tie sight does not have to be perfectly vertical for you to use it!

Only the tip of it has to be in the needed position!

Steps 2, 3, and 4 can be performed on the same target.

Illustration #3 Notes:

Lock your scope down tight so that it can’t move when aligning on a target!

The cable-tie does not have to be perfectly vertical, only the tip has to be in the perfect
position!
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Illustration #4 Notes:

Lock your scope down tight so that it can’t move when aligning on a target!

The cable-tie does not have to be perfectly vertical, only the tip has to be in the perfect
position!

You don’t have to mark the sight with tape, or a paperclip. You can just reach around
and mark and hold the sight with your fingers and then perform step 5!

Illustration #5 Notes:

You can use a small knife (partially serrated blade works really well), etc., in the field.
Be very careful with sharp objects! Don't cut yourself, your scope case, or your scope, or
your bystander! Don’t carry knives into public places, and airplanes, improperly or
illegally!

The cable-tie does not have to be in a perfectly vertical position, only the tip has to be in
the perfect position!
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