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Presidentôs Message 
By Jim Ferrari 
 
The year 2011 was an auspicious one for the Georgia 
Ornithological Society. We began the year with a gala 
meeting on Tybee Island, celebrating our founding sev-
enty-five years ago, in 1936. The very abbreviated ver-
sion of the rest of the year is that your society funded 
scientific research and habitat restoration to the tune of 
about $80,000 in grants, we helped send young people 
to birding camps in Colorado and Maine, we backed 
conservation efforts across the state, we supported 
both Camp TALON and the Georgia DNRôs Youth Bird-
ing Competition, and we hosted meetings in Hiawassee 
and Jekyll Island. Whew! A busy year indeed. 
 
Most recently, GOS met from October 6 to 9 at the tra-
ditional fall meeting location, Jekyll Island. While quite a 
few members participated in Thursday and Friday field 
trips, the program formally kicked off on Friday evening 
when Patti Newell, a Ph.D. student at the University of 
Georgia and a recipient of both our Howe and Terrell 
Graduate Student Research Grants, presented her re-
search on ñSpecies in Decline: The Case of the Rusty 
Blackbird.ò  Patti tested multiple hypothesesða ñline-
upò of potential suspectsðfor the 85-95% decline that 
this species has experienced since the 1950s. As is 
often the case, there appears to be more than one sus-
pect, though a major culprit seems to be loss of wet-
land habitat in the South, where the birds overwinter. In 
addition, predation by accipiters may be hindering re-
cruitment of juveniles to the population. 

 
I spent my Saturday morning helping out at the Jekyll 
Island Banding Station, but our membership fanned out 
to Harris Neck NWR, Raccoon Key, and Sapelo Island, 
among other excellent locations, and saw great birds 
like Plain Chachalaca, Marbled Godwit, and many oth-
ers. At last count, the tally for the weekend was 177 
bird species. On Saturday evening, the keynote speak-
er at the banquet was author and photographer Rich-
ard Crossley. His talk, ñPast, Present, and Future,ò fo-
cused primarily on his new book, the highly original 
Crossley ID Guide, which he described as a ñhalf-way 
house between a field guide and reality.ò The presenta-
tion, richly illustrated with Crossleyôs hallmark storytell-
ing photography, was very entertaining, even hilarious 
at times. But Crossley went beyond mere bird identifi-
cation and challenged the audience to consider the 
future of birding in the U.S. and how new approaches 
and new media are needed to reach the next genera-
tion of birders as well as engage the public more mean-
ingfully. I was particularly taken with his statement that 
learning about birds should be a ñvoyage of discoveryò 
rather than an exercise in mastering a series of dry 
facts leading to identification. 
 
Sunday, the final day of the fall meeting, was another 
day of fantastic field trips, in my case to Altamaha Wa-
terfowl Management Area. My group encountered Yel-
low-headed Blackbirds, Black-bellied Whistling Ducks, 
Roseate Spoonbills, and a swirling tornado of Tree 
Swallows before a drenching rain chased us home.  
 
      (continued on page 3) 
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Welcome, New Members! 
 
Fledgling 
 
Emily Cornelius    Raleigh, NC 
Viviana Gonzalez Astudillo  Athens, GA 
Steve Grodsky    Athens, GA 
Myung-Bok Lee    Athens, GA 
 
 
Bachmanôs Sparrow 
 
Patrick Addy    Buford, GA 
Nikki Belmonte    Tucker, GA 
Patricia Davis    Norcross, GA 
Diane Shearer    Roswell, GA 
 
 
Quail Covey 
 
Jim and Diane Baldwin   Atlanta, GA 
James and Allison Healy  Macon, GA 
Jamie Hawk and Barbara Knust  St. Simons Island, GA 
Mary Kimberly and Gavin MacDonald Hazelhurst, GA 
Kathy Shands and Joe Mulinare  Marietta, GA 
Iris and Scott Schumacher  Atlanta, GA 
Wayne  Fonda Ussery   Decatur, GA 
Edward and Roberta Weintraut  Atlanta, GA 
 
 
Northern Goshawk 
 
Rebecca Kerimbaev   Decatur, GA 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
  

GOS WINTER MEETING 
January 13-16, 2012, Tybee Island 

 

GOS SPRING MEETING 
April 20-22, 2012, Augusta 
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Presidentôs Message (continued from Page 1) 

 
Despite the rain, it was a great weekend. Thank you to all of the people who make these meetings happen. Some of 
them work behind the scenes, reserving banquet space, paying the bills, tending databases, and organizing mail-
ings, while others serve more conspicuously as field trip leaders, but all of them deserve our thanks for putting on 
the usual well-run and enjoyable meeting. 
 

While most of the fall meeting was dedicated to birding and fellowship, we also took time during the Saturday even-
ing banquet to hold our biennial society elections. Bob Sargent bowed out after eight remarkable years as president, 
and I was elected president. Cue the appropriate clich® (tough act to follow, big shoes to fill, etc.), but the fact re-
mains that after Bobôs dedicated and energetic leadership of the society, I approach my new role with some trepida-
tion. Bob will indeed be a tough act to follow, and the shoes that need filling are indeed big. As concrete evidence of 
Bob Sargentôs positive impact on the society, he was awarded the 2012 Earle R. Greene Memorial Award for his 
many years of service to GOS. The Greene Award committee managed to keep news of this award tightly under 
wraps, so those few of us who were clued in beforehand enjoyed seeing Bob caught off guard by the surprise 
presentation during the banquet. Another executive committee member who stepped down was Bill Lotz, who 
served with distinction for eight years as first vice president. Thank you, Bill. Dan Vickers, who has done yeoman 
service as second vice president, is the new first vice president. We welcome Ed Maioriello, a board member of 
Oconee Rivers Audubon Society, to serve as second vice president. Ellen Miller, former president of Atlanta Audu-
bon, was elected secretary, though she had already been serving in that position after Darlene Moore resigned earli-
er this year. Continuing as treasurer is Jeannie Wright, who has kept us on the fiscal straight and narrow for many 
years. I am both excited and humbled at my election, and I look forward to working with the newly configured Execu-
tive Committee.  
 
                  (continued on page 4) 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

     Bob Sargent passing the Presidentôs gavel to the new president, Jim Ferrari, at the fall  
     2011 meeting at Saturdayôs banquet. Photo by Joel McNeal. 
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Though I have been active in GOS for about ten years and was the editor of the GOShawk for eight years, Iôm still 
getting acquainted with other members of GOS. For those of you whom I have not yet met, I thought some back-
ground information might be in order. I have been an avid birder since college, when I spent a summer in Alaska 
volunteering as a biologist for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. I was a member of a field crew conducting bird sur-
veys of nesting Wilsonôs Warblers, Orange-crowned Warblers, and White-crowned Sparrows in a remote location on 
the Alaska Peninsula. It is virtually impossible not to catch the birding fever when you are on the blooming tundra, 
surrounded by bugling Sandhill Cranes and nesting Tundra Swans, with raucous Willow Ptarmigan underfoot and 
outlandish Harlequin Ducks bobbing along in the local rivers. It was this experience, surrounded all summer by a 
high-latitude menagerie of caribou, moose, bears, salmon, wolverine, and wolvesðnot to mention some pretty nifty 
arctic floraðthat sealed my fate. I was to be a biologist. I went on to get a Ph.D. in Ecology from the University of 
Minnesota and have taught at Wesleyan College since 1996. After moving to Macon, I joined the Ocmulgee Audu-
bon Society and several years later served as their president. Though my formal training is in forest ecology, not 
ornithology, I have managed to fuse these two interests in the past decade by studying fruit-eating birds. More re-
cently, I started a multi-year project on vultures, an effort that I spoke about at the May meeting in Hiawassee. At 
Wesleyan, two of my courses are ecology and conservation biology, so I have a particular interest in bird conserva-
tion and habitat preservation. And, as both a parent and a teacher, itôs probably not surprising that I am especially 
interested in environmental education for young people. 
 
GOS is such a dynamic society, and we are active in so many different arenasðresearch, education, publication, 
conservationðthat merely keeping up with all of our current programs will keep me plenty busy in the next two 
years. But I also hope to put my own stamp on some of our initiatives. In that regard, I am very fortunate to have all 
of the previous GOS committee chairs remain in place for my term as president, so I can benefit from their experi-
ence and wisdom as we move forward. 
 
There is a lot in store for GOS members in 2012, beginning with the winter meeting on Tybee Island in January. The 
program includes two talks that promise to be excellent: on Friday evening, our own Malcolm Hodges will tell us 
about the Nature Conservancyôs fire management program in Georgia, and on Saturday we will learn about the res-
toration of Whooping Crane populations from George Archibald, the co-founder of the International Crane Founda-
tion. I am looking forward to meeting more of you at Tybee Island and raising our binoculars together in the field. 
Happy New Year, and I hope to see you soon. 

Presidentôs Message (continued from Page 3) 

Jim Ferrari and Barry Rhoades with a class of students on a field trip to Pine 
Mountain, Georgia. Photo courtesy of Jim Ferrari.  


