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FALL GOS MEETING RECAP (Ken Clark)

Fall GOS meetings on Jekyll Island always draw well, and this year’s attendance was no exception - 133 people
attended. Oddly enough, that was the same as the number of species identified in the Saturday evening coumt-down.
Additional species on Sunday brought the total for the week end to 134, including a Roseate Spoonbill and a Lark Sparrow.

While the birding was good, the programs were outstanding! Sara Morris enthralled us with her beautiful slides of
birds captured in nets during her research activities, and her enthusiasm for birds and birding was contagious. She is also
a fine teacher and conducted a very instructive workshop on bird identification on Saturday afternoon.

Bruce Hallett, our Saturday speaker, whetted our appetites for birding in the Dry Tortugas with his excellent slides
of the area and his lively and interesting narration. At the conclusion of a short business meeting following the presentation,
officers for the ensuing two years were elected as follows: Helen Ogren, President; Jack Cooper, First Vice President; Eugenia
Thompson, Second Vice President; Didi Manns, Secretary; and Doug Phillips, Treasurer.

As a final note to a very enjoyable evening, Dick Parks presented the Earl Greene Award for outsianding service in

Ornithology to ouigoing president Dr. Branch Howe for his
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accomplishments

in the field while serving as GOS president.
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 Combined GOS-AOS Spring Meeting on Dauphin Island, Alabama; April 1517, 1994. Deails in next issue.




© NEW MEMBERS ©

Jeannie Barilla Litburn, GA Pierre Howard Atlanta, GA
Lawrence D. Carlile Tallahassee, FL John C. Kilgo Athens, GA
Sylvia Chandler Decatur, GA Brian & Dolores Mishell St. Louis, MO
Elizabeth Commeyras Athens, GA Russell Mursch Dunwoody, GA
Greg Greer Marietta, GA Robert Sargent Athens, GA
Charles Gunter Atlanta, GA Betty Jo Strickland Brunswick, GA

William (Bill) Harbin Rome, GA.

The Georgia Ornithological Society belongs to both the Environmental Fund for Georgia and the Georgia
Environmental Council. Do you understand the difference? The Environmental Fund for Georgia has one purpose only:
fundraising for the environment through payroll deductions. It is in its first year, and it is patterned after similar
organizations in more than one-half the states in the U.S.

The EFG is incorporated and has its 501-(c)-3 status with the IRS. So far, fourteen organizations belong, including
GOS; the others are The Nature Conservancy of Georgia, the Museum of Arts and Sciences (Macon), the Sierra Club
Foundation, The Southern Environmental Law Center, the Trust for Public Land, The Outdoor Activity Center, the Sautee-
Nacoochee Community Association, The Atlanta Audubon Society, the Campaign for a Prosperous Georgia, the Southface
Energy Institute, the Elachee Nature Science Center, the Legal Environmental Assistance Foundation, and Environmental
Community Action (ECO-Action).

EFG made application to selected federal districts in Georgia, with the result that the designation,
"ENVIRONMENTAL FUND FOR GEORGIA" was on the pledge cards of all federal workers in the greater municipal areas
of Atlanta, Suvannah, Macon, and Columbus. In addition, several private businesses and law firms included the EFG on
pledge cards for the consideration of their employees.

This first year, the return from these pledges will undoubtedly be modest, but whatever comes in will be equally
divided among the member organizations. However, as more employers and employees are persuaded to take part in this
program, the share will be larger for all of us, and the environment will be that much further benefitted. Our GOS share
will be used, among other things, for scholarships to further ornithological study.

Those of you who live within a reasonable distance from Atlanta received an invitation to the first social gathering
held by the Environmental Fund for Georgia. We hope many of you were there to meet Alice Rolls, CEOQ, and her Board
of Directors representing the participating groups. If you have questions, please call me, or call Alice at (404) 873-3173.

The Georgia Environmental Council, on the other hand, focuses its activity on the General Assembly. The organization pays
an observer to attend committee meetings pertaining to the environment, study relevant bills, and send a Legislative Monitor
each week to designated individuals in the participating organizations and to Subscribers. (You, too, can be a Subscriber and
for a modest fee receive these reports personally each week of the General Assembly - call me at my number below.) A
mmmary of environmental legislation appears in the GOShawk
aci spring.
The GEC has several open meetings each year, including an Awards Picnic in June, a meeting with the Department
atural Resources in the fall, and a fundraiser in early January to which Georgia legislators are invited. We should try
rder to keep you informed of these events, and we promise to do so.

Georgine Pindar, Conservation Chairman (O) (404) 355-8807; (H) (404) 355-8454
ORNITHOLOGICAL NEWSLETTER RECAP

A new national biological survey is to be created within the Department of Interior, consolidating the biological
esearch and inventory activities of the Fish and Wildlife Service, the National Park Service, and the Bureau of Land
Janagement, as well as smaller contributions from five other interior bureaus. Organizationally the NBS is to report to the
\ssistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks. The Department of Interior is requesting comments about the proposal

from the scientific community. To receive materials describing the NBS, write to The National Biological survey Proposal,
Department of the Interior, 1849 C. St., NW, Washington, DC 20240.

The Migratory Bird Conservation Commission approved the purchase of 2,333 acres for addition to three national
wildlife refuges in July 1993. The additions include 796 acres at Bombay Hook NWR, DE; 36 acres at Back Bay NWR, VA;
and 1,501 acres at the Roanoke River NWR, NC. The commission also approved $5,329,913 in grants for 14 wetland
conservation projects in Canada and Mexico. The grants, provided under the North American Wetlands Conservation Act,
are to be matched by $8,791,855 in funds and services contributed by public and private partners.

Data are needed for the Birds of North America species account. Swainson’s Warbler data are needed including
migration, winter range, measurements, food and physiology - Southern Forest Experiment Station; Nacogdoches, TX. Also
needed is Wilson’s Plover information, Any unpublished information or obscure publications would be appreciated - LSU-A
Division of Sciences, Alexandria, LA. Data on migration, banding returns, and population status on the Grasshopper
Sparrow, especially information from Central America and the Caribbean would be greatly appreciated; Peter Vickery, P.O.
Box 127, Richinond, ME 04357.

The Dept. of Biology at Grand Valley State University, Allendale, M1 is attempting to augment its teaching collection
of bird study skins. Donations of study skins in good to excellent condition will be gratefully accepted.

The Eastern Bird Banding Association invites all licensed banders to participate in Operation Wing Chord during 1993
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200 Ridgemede Road, Baltimore, MD 21210

85 Kerce Road, N.E., Kingston, GA 30145-1510
2315 White Oak Drive, Valdosta, GA 31602

Route 6, Box 53, Statesboro, GA 30458

109 Robin Street, Rome, GA 30161

2350 Cumberland Drive, Smyrna, GA 30080

5575 Brookline Drive, Orlando, FL 32803

1400 Mountain Ridge, Manchester, GA 31816
Route 6, Box 700, Fairview, NC 28730

Georgia Power Consumer Affairs, P. O. Box 4545
Atlanta, GA 30302

Monastery, 2625 Highway, 212 S.W., Conyers, GA 30208
129 Palisades Road, N.E., Atlanta, GA 30309

309 Park Ridge Circle, Marietta, GA 30068

3220 Willow Avenue, Brunswick, GA 31520

48 Bellemont Drive, S.W., Rome, GA 30161

P. O. Box 266, Butler, GA 31006

29 Town & Country Drive, Cartersville, GA 30120
1080 Forest Road, Watkinsville, GA 30677

4856 Mt. Vernon Road, Gainesville, GA 30506
3071 Mabry Road, N.E., Atlanta, GA 30319

Ad Der Ronne 184, D-5 Koln 40, Germany

2015 Morton Road, Athens, GA 30605

1912 Demere Road, St. Simons Island, GA 31522
120 Nassau Drive, Savannah, GA 31410

323-E Lakemore Drive, N.E., Atlanta, GA 30342
2076 Uniondale, Stow, OH 44224

P.O. Box 63, Ellaville, GA 31806

232 Stephenson Avenue, 3-F, Savannah, GA 31405

3114 Trafalgar Drive, Augusta, GA 30909

237 Woodlawn Avenue, Athens, GA 30606
1759-A LaVista Road, Atlanta, GA 30329

1408 Jeffersonville Road, Apt. A, Macen, GA 31201
436 Bailey Street-C, Athens, GA 30605

1621 Apple Valley Drive, Augusta, GA 30906

2303 Pinecliff Drive, Valdosta, GA 31602

726 Oakcrest Drive, Rockmart, GA 30153

209 Peachtree Way, N.E., Atlanta, GA 30305

Wild Birds Unlimited, 2139-A, Roswell Rd.,

Marietta, GA 30062

108 E. Mary Street, Valdosta, GA 31601

1949 Sosebee Drive, Dalton, GA 30720

1164 Love Street, S.E., Smyrna, GA 30080-4337

179 S. Little Sand Mt. Road, N.E., Armuchee, GA 30105
1103 Sixth Avenue, West Point, GA 31833

3215-G Sunrise Village Lane, Norcross, GA 30093-5407
5650 River Oaks Place, Atlanta, GA 30327

4205 Sinclair Shores Road, Cumming, GA 30130

507 Budd Terr., 1833 Clifton Rd., N.E., Atlanta, GA 30329
326 Pineview Drive, Waycross, GA 31501

Route 1, Box 479, Waldo, FL 32694

97 Lake Drive, Eufaula, AL 36027

3851 Ashford Trail, Atlanta, GA 30319

1741 Berkeley Road, Augusta, GA 30904
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115 Coke Street, St. Simons Island, GA 31522
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Peacock, Marian D.
Peterson, Dr. Roger Tory
Phillips, Betsy

Phillips, Douglas S.
Phillips, Fred & Velma
Pierce, Betty

Pierce, Georgiana
Pindar, Georgine
Pitman, Chris & Jan
Poppell, Patsy

Porter, John & Jackie
Potts, Mr./Mrs. Robert J.
Poulsen, Kris & David Brown
Powers, Ward O.
Pulliam, Dr. Ronald

Ramsey, Ralph L.

Raney, Paul, Jr.

Reap, Mr. & Mrs. James K.
Reed, Carol

Reeves, Cynthia Blitch
Reeves, Lewis F.

Reynolds, Phyl

Rhodes, R. Allen
Richmond, Mr./Mrs. Stoughton
Rives, Bill & Elizabeth
Robbins, Chandler S.
Robinson, Don R., M.D.
Rowell Dr. Roger
Ruckdeschel, Carol

Sams, Edward S.
Sanford, Ruth A.
Sargent, Bob
Sargent, Robert
Schmalz, Georgann
Schrneider, Todd

Schweizer, L. W.

Sciple, George W., M.D.
Scott, Donald & Lois
Screws, Donald G., Jr.
See, Doris

Self, Ferrell E.

Sewell, Jeff & Carol Lambert
Shelton, Penny

Shepler, Ruth E.
Sheppard, Donald O., Jr.
Sherman, Ida L.
Shriber, Louise

1530 Vine Street, Gainesville, GA 30501

5635 Hiligate Crossing, Alpharetta, GA 30202
165 Northview Drive, Apt. #1, Athens, GA 30605
Route 7, Box 3720, Ringgold, GA 30736-9807
2636 Warwick Circle, Atlanta, GA 30345

Route 2, Box 152, Fitzgerald, GA 31750
Department of Biology, Georgia Southern College,
Statesboro, GA 30460

488 Greenview Street, Apt. 4, Jesup, GA 31545
900 Pineridge Drive, Valdosta, GA 31602

P. O. Box 550051, Atlanta, GA 30355-2551

1409 Edgewood Drive, Dublin, GA 31021

Route 1, Box 181A, Musella, GA 31066

145 Woodland Way, Athens, GA 30606

Neck Road, P.0O. Box 825, Old Lyme, CT 06371
5110 Marbury Circle, N.W., Atlanta, GA 30327
5110 Marbury Circle, N.W., Atlanta, GA 30327
15 Raymonde Circle, Ormond Beach, FL 32176
105 Pine Forest Road, Cartersville, GA

P.O. Box 311, Valdosta, GA 31603

2633 Ridgemore Road, N.W., Atlanta, GA 30318
2633 Bronco Trail, Duluth, GA 30136

Route 3, Box 1084, Thomasville, GA 31792

P.O. Box 848, Dauphin Island, AL 36528

1632 Preston Drive, Columbus, GA 31906

Route 4, Box 61B, Subligna Road, Summerville, GA 30747
11648 Quail Village Way, Naples, FL 33999-8876
385 Morton Farm Road, Athens, GA 30605

814 Drewry Street, Atlanta, GA 30306

950 Briar Creek Court, Conyers, GA 30207

129 Superior Avenue, Decatur, GA 30030

3668 Kingsboro Road - #7, Atlanta, GA 30319

1461 Waterford Court, Marietta, GA 30067

P.O. Box 345, Clayton, GA 30525

16 Whispering Pines Lane, R.D. 2, Birdsboro, PA 19508
224 Brookwood Drive, Dublin, GA 31021

P. O. Box 159, Cadwell, GA 31009

3253 Manor Ridge Drive, Gainesville, GA 30506
Patuxent Research Center, Laurel, MD 20708

1605 E. Shotwell Street, Bainbridge, GA 31717
1829 Cedar Canyon Drive, N.E., Atlanta, GA 30345
P.O. Box 796, St. Marys, GA 31558

1647 Mason Mill Road, N.E., Atlanta, GA 30329
108 Mimosa Place, Decatur, GA 30030
7570 Mac Hicks Road, Trussville, AL 35173
413 Old Epps Bridge Road, Athens, GA 30606
2504 Brookdale Drive, N.E., Atlanta, GA 30345
GA Dept. of Natural Resources, Nongame-Endangered
Wildlife Program, Route 5, Box 180, Forsyth, GA 31029
2573 Tilson Drive, S.E., Atlanta, GA 30317
2601 Parkwood Drive, Suite One, Brunswick, GA 31520
225 Beech Creek Road, Athens, GA 30606
Route 5, Box 142, Eastman, GA 31023
868 Piedmont Lake Road, Pine Mountain, GA 31822
Route 1, Box 156, Gallion, AL 36742
4608 Westhampton Drive, Tucker, GA 30084
4933 Holborn Way, Acworth, GA 30101
8295 Riverbirch Drive, Roswell, GA 30076
106 Oak Ridge Drive, Sylvania, GA 30467
347 Peninsula Boulevard, Lynbrook, NY 11563
3675 Centerville - Rosebud, Lithonia, GA 30058
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to test the hypotheses that the sex of birds of six species currently considered sexually monomorphic is correlated with wing
chord. Wing chord of known sex are needed on Blue Jay, Chipping Sparrow, Song Sparrow, Swamp sparrow, Northern
Waterthursh, Northern Mockingbird, Wood Thrush and Veery.

Field assistants are needed for Red-cockaded Woodpecker project at Carolina Sandhills National Wildlife Refuge.
Two field assistants are needed for shorebird population research on the South Carolina coast. duties will include catching
and banding birds, observing color-marked birds, and nest-searching. Contact South Carolina Cooperative Fish and Wildlife
Research Unit; Clemson, SC.

Field Research Assistants are needed for bird community study in continuous old growth, fragmented old growth, and
clearcut units of Western Red Cedar/Western Hemlock in northern Idaho during May-July, 1994. Work is likely to extend
into Aug. and possibly Sept. Contact Forestry Sciences Lab; Missoula, MT.

: Biologists needed to survey and monitor birds in Arizona.Several seasonal/temporary positions are available ranging
from $17,755 to $21,481 per year. Most positions begin in late winter/spring of 1994. Contact Nongame Branch, Arizona
Game and Fish Dept.; Phoenix, AZ.

Field assistantships available with Manomet Bird Observatory beginning April, 1994 at heron colonies along the US
northeast coast, including Delaware Bay, New York Harbor, Cape Cod and Boston Harbor. Several four-month seasonal
positions studying aquatic bird ecology are available. Contact Manomet Bird Observatory, Manomet, ME.

Biological technicians needed for the operation of six Monitoring Avian Productivity and Survivorship Stations at
Shenandoah National Park in Virginia. Contact Shenandoah National Park; Luray, VA.

The BWD Skimmer, a new publication produced by Bird Watcher’s Digest is a bimonthly newsletter designed to "skim"
items of interest to bird watchers in general from the ornithological press, from journals, from bird club newsletters and from
the general media. Subscriptions are $12 for one year (six issues).

A Field guide to the Birds of Britain and Europe 5th edition" by R. T. Peterson, et.al, is now available. All species
accounts have been rewritten, and the range maps updated.

Science Sources 1993, formerly known as the American AAAS Green Book is a directory of hundreds of scientific,
medical, environmental, and engineering experts and their public information contacts ($15). Order from American
Association for the Advancement of Science Office of Communications; Waldorf, MD.

The Colorado Bird Observatory in Brighton, CO, seeks past issues of the ornithological journals Auk, Audubon Field
Notes and American Birds, Birding, Bird Banding and Journal of Field Ornithology, Condor, Living Bird, and Western Birds to
fill gaps in our reference library.

Readers, please notice that we have begun to publish in the GOShawk brief excerpts from the Ornithological
Newsletter published bimonthly by OSNA (Ornithological Societies of North America) from the consolidated office in Ithaca,
NY. OSNA represents the four major ornithological societies of North America - American Ornithologists’ Union, Association
of Field Ornithologists, Cooper Ornithological Society, and Wilson Ornithological Society.

This newsletter provides brief notes on a great number of important items about ornithological projects, research,
new positions, and publications. We can select only a few for inclusion in the GOShawk, choosing items of national importance
to all birders, or those related to birds and environmental management in the southeastern states. Since we can, furthermore,
provide only the highlights of selected items, some readers may want more details than we include in the GOShawk. The
newsletter comes to all members of the national organizations listed above, and there are a number of these in Georgia who
could share newsletter details if asked by GOS members. We will try to list some of these in a future GOShawk; for now, you
may want to contact any of the following for details: GOShawk editor, Frank McCamey, Dick Parks.

BEN B. COFFEE, JR. 1904 - 1993

Among the "Great Ones" of ornithology, we would surely count Ben Coffee, a Life Member of the GOS since
1985. Ben died in Memphis, Tennessee, August 22nd, at the age of 89, leaving a lifetime of contributions to amateur
ornithology in the southern states. We remember with pleasure the program he and Mrs. Coffey presented at the
GOS spring meeting in 1984, in Atlanta.

Ben is survived by Lula Coffey, his wife of 63 years, a marriage referred to as "a lifelong birding expedition"
by The Migrant, journal of the Tennessee Ornithological Society.

Ben was an active field birder throughout his life, making bird counts winter and spring to gather
information on migratory patterns in the Mississippi Valley and breeding ranges of the Whip-poor-will and related
species. He banded thousands of Chimney Swifts and herons of several kinds. these birds were recovered from
northern Canada to the Caribbean and the mountains of Peru to provide new knowledge of their distribution.

When he retired from a career as a fire prevention engineer, Ben began anew in sound recordings of bird
vocalizations. He and Lula traveled to South America and India to record previously unknown songs of tropical
birds, discovering new species in new areas. Tapes of these efforts now form the Coffey Neotropical Collection in the
bioacoustics laboratory at Florida State University, and several collections have been released on commercial audio
tapes. He was honored for his work by election to Fellow of the American Ornithologists’ Union, one of very few
amateurs to ever achieve this recognition.

Ben grew up in Nashville with a strong interest in the Boy Scouts. He was an Eagle, and later a Scoutmaster
in Memphis. He always included Boy Scouts in his bird research and guided many toward a lifetime of natural
history achievements. For this, he was awarded the Silver Beaver, scouting’s highest honor for an adult.

Describing Ben’s association with the TOS, Susan McWhirter, president of the Memphis chapter wrote,"...he
wasn’t *old’ at 89, a man with a gift of memory and recall that was truly astounding; an ’amateur’ ornithologist in
name only. He set standards of accuracy and exactness in the records of bird sightings that made us all more careful
observers...his love of birds encouraged us, and his devotion to Lula, his bride of 63 years, touched our hearts."

Having shared birding with him so many years in so many places, I’ll always think fondly of him and the
importance of the "amateur" in birding for so many of us. ¥

Ed. Note: Writer of the above started birding with Ben Coffey in 1931, and thinks of the association as the

§ greatest single influence on his life.
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