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2017 Bill Terrell Conservation Grant

In 2017, Georgia State Parks Resource Management Unit had requested $31,191.00 for equipment to
increase the capability of Georgia State Parks burn program. We re&38¢2D0 in funds from GOS in
whichwill allowusto expand the ability of Georgia State Parks to burn, either in house or with partners,
andSy KIFyOS KFoAdlFdQa dGKF G 2 OO0 dzearrRuyits ivdntifiebmag fot 2 dzNJ LI NJ
have rare species associated with them, bugytldo have the potetial to bebiologicallydiverse areas,

and important for our state park visitors txperience These habitats include Oak and Shortleaf Pine
Savannah, Montane Longleaf Pitghortleaf Ping@Dak Woodland, andative grassneadows. This past

year mg notreflecthow important an impact the new equipment will be for our fire prograswe

had not received the equipment yet, but as an agency, we were able to implement prescribe fire on sites
from Cloudland Canyon in the Northwest of the StébeSeminole Stte Park in the Southwest. Tallulah
Gorge in the Northeast, to George L. Smith in the Southeast. Several burns this year were planned and
implemented totally inRhouse. Others, we worked with as partners sucthasDepartmentof Natural
Resources Wildle Conservation Section, the United States Forest Service, The Nature Conservancy, and
Georgia Forestry CommissioWe also utilized several eamlunteerswho have been trained in

wildland firefighting.

Fire Name/Location Date Acres Burned
Hard LaborCreek State Park Unit 14 2/1/18 60
Hard Labor Creek State Park Unit9 2/15/18 5
Reed Bingham State Park 2/21/18 75
Sweetwater Creek 2/27/18 17
George L Smith 3/8/18 45
Sweetwater Creek 3/9/18 60
Sweetwater Creek 3/14/18 35
Panola Mountain 3/16/18 80
George Bagby 3/22/18 20
Hard Labor Creek Unit 6 3/28/18 50
Mistletoe Unit 2 Postpon_ed until next seasetried

seveal times.
Mistletoe Unit 4 Podponed, ran out of time
Cloudland Canyon Meadow 4/11/18 5
Tallulah 4/12/18 1300
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Seminole 4/17/18 50

Seminole 4/18/18 90

Seminole 4/19/18 35

George L Smith 4/25/18 35

Totals 1962acres
burned.

We estimated the cost of burning 8li ONB | 3S Ay LI Nja +ta ¢Stto 2 S O2d#
rather decided to break it dowthe pay rate byburn experience. New burners we estimated at

$12.25hr., and burners with moderate experience we estimated at $17.00/hr. Experienced burners

who were crew leaders, or bosses, were estimated at $19.00 per hour. This wasdragay rates for

the USFS wildland filighter pay rates

https://www.glassdoor.com/Salaries/wildlaffidefighter-salarySRCH_K0O0,20.h
If we utilizedfire resources, based omhat DNRRWildlife Resources Comvation Section have (Engine,
UTV, 45 crew memberk we edimated that at $1,500 per dayWe alsaincluded prepwork on burn

units. The total investment or our contribution was estimated at $38, 661.25

Variety of Habitats Burned

1. Meadow habitat, Cbudland Canyon, Northwest Georgidhis is a great moist maéaw with lots
of native wildflowers. Native Thistle, [ronweed, and Goldenrods make this an important
pollinator area. Itis only 5 acres, but Indigo Buntings, a variety of sparrows, and husitdgng
have been sighted using thialitat. This is also dgze where the Diana Fritillary Butterflg
speciegleclining aapssits rangeand a State Wildlife Action Plan Species (S\d®)
documented this past summer.




2. Mountain Longleaf Pine/Shortleaf Pine/Oak Woodlan8weetwater Creek State Park,
Piedmont.
This area wa selectively thinnech 201112. Upland oaks such as Black Jack Oak, Chestnut Oak
and Post Oak, as well as Shortleaf Pine, dominate the canopy. A bit further up the ridge from
this burn site, is a small patch of Montane Longleaf Pine.gOairis to oe day add more
Longlaf to the open areas of this 3&cre unit.

3. Longleaf WiregrassSouthwest Georgia, Reed Bingham State Padkne of the best Gopher
Tortoise habitat in Georgia State Parks. Much work has been ddhis atark tokeep the
habitat open, several local areas of native grass and wildflower seed have been collected and

added to the landscape




4. GrasslandPanolaMountain State Park, PiedmonfThis is a 200+ acre area that State Parks
asssts the Wildife Conservation Seich in burning half the area each year. This is a spectacular
place to see grassland birdsVhiteCrowned Sparrow, A y 02 f y QOvespér SpamtRige >
congregations of Western Palm Warbléiging migrationsand a \ariety of Rafors can be
seen in his special habitat site. It is also a spectacular pollinator site, and very rich in butterfly
diversity. Approximately 100 acres of grassland habifiatlinator habitatare undergoing
restorationefforts at SweetwateiQeek State Park as well.

5. Open Meadow, mixed pineGeorge Bagby Golf Course (Georgia Birding T&attions of this
golfcoursearep NIi 2F (GKS DS2NHALlIQa {2dziKSNYy wi@SNA
course are burned periodily to maintain some naturddndscape angrovide habitat for
wildlife.




6. Table Mountain Pine/Pitch Pine/Shortleaf Pine/ Oak Woodlgnthllulah @rge State Park,
Upper Piedmont/lower BlueridgeThids thelargest burnon StateParkland. This yeg State
Parks assisted the Wilti Conservation Section of DNR, The Nature Conservancy, and the U.S.
Forest Service in burning this challengimgdscape. The end goal is to create a more open
forest and increase the Pitch Pine and Table Mountain Rapelations in this community. Thi
area is about the most Southern Extent of these [@pecies

7. Oak/Shortleaf Pine WoodlandHard Labor Creek StaterRaPiedmont There aresome open
woodland habitats at Hard Labor Creek State Park, with a graslgysiary (mainly Black
Seeded Needle Grg$iptochaetium avenaceum Upland Oak such as Post Oak, Black Oak,
and Shortleaf Pine are the dominant treeghis habitat. The terrain is hilly and rocky in
this burn unit.



